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Of the general condition of the Peninsula, and of the cities
and districts inhabited by the various more or less Romanised
native tribes at this period we have a most interesting account
in the great work of Strabo. The southern provinces, at once
the most accessible and the most civilised, naturally claim the
largest share of his attention. Gadeira (Cadiz) had long been
one of the most celebrated seaports of the world; Malaca
(Malaga) was already a considerable town; and the famous Rock
of Calpe, half-way between the two, and held by an Iberian
tribe, the Bastuli or Bastulani, is frequently mentioned by the
traveller. Starting on a westerly course from these favoured
regions and passing the Sacred Promontory, now Cape St.
Vincent, Strabo first surveys the western coasts, and speaks
of the city of Ulysipo or Olisipo, the landing place of Ulysses,
now Lisbon, at the mouth of the Tagus, And he finds, as he
proceeds northwards in his survey, Celts, Lusitanians, Carpet-
anians, Oretanians, Vettones, and Gallicians, "the last to be
subdued" ; to the east of these, Asturians, Celtiberians, and
most distant tribe of all, north of the Minius (Miuho), the
Arrotrebse, inhabitants of the great promontory of Nerium,
the modern Finisterre; lawless and plundering mountaineers
every man of them, though peace and the influence of the
legions of Tiberius had already done much to soften their
rough and savage manners.

Turning from these wild regions, and starting once more
from Malaga, in a north-easterly course, he finds Bastitanians,
whose country is represented by the modern Province of Murcia,
with the cities of Carthagena and Denia (Dianium) on the coast.
The Contestanians inhabited part of Murcia und Valencia, the
country of the Esparto grass, already highly appreciated in the
markets of Italy. The Edetanians occupied part of Valencia
and Aragon, with the ever famous city of Saguntum; and the
Gymnesiae or Balearic Islands lay off the coast. The Ilercarones
were found on the northern shores of Valencia; and the Cose-
tanians inhabited South Catalonia and the imperial city of
Tarragona. Northward, again, he met with Laletanians in
North Catalonia, and Indigetes in the country just south of the
Pyrenees, with the old Greek town colonies* of Rhodope and
Emporium. To the west of these were found the Ilergetes; and
inland to the south-west as far as Csesaraugusta, which is classed
as a Celtiberian city, was the country of the Ausetanians,

Beyond this, Strabo's geography is somewhat confused; but
he speaks of the inland country generally as Celtiberia, and of